
 

 

 

 
 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE Italian Concerto, BWV, 971, Movement II: Andante — J.S. Bach Mark Cole, piano 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

All:  make known his deeds among the peoples.  

One: Seek the Lord and his strength: 

All: Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on DUKE STREET, “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the the Sun” (page 7 below) 

arr. Marianne Kim 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: The Lord is calling us to sacrificial love, a love where the currency of our words is backed by the 

gold of our lives.  We have not yet reached this congruence.  Let us confess our sins and our 

shortcomings before God and one another.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: O Lord, we have sinned, against you and against our neighbor, in the things we have done, 

and the things we have left undone.  We have been blind to our complacency.  We have 

embraced power and ignored the demands of love. We have been complicit in a culture that 

delights in falsehood and disregards the truth. We have hated our enemies and loved those 

who love us.  Our minds and hearts listen only to voices that reinforce opinions we already 

hold.  We have preferred teaching rather than being taught.  We have loved the big deal and 

shunned hidden service.  We have walled out the alien and the foreigner.  Forgive us.  Renew 

us.  Change our hearts, change our lives; open our eyes in the name of Christ.     
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you in the Name of Jesus 

Christ, we are forgiven! 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

 

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 30, 2020 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 



We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy and loving God: 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

renew our minds and hearts 

so we may discern your will 

and respond in faith. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25: 31-46 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 

his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 

the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 

you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You 

that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 

you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 

visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 

or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 

just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING  
 

ANTHEM  “There is a Balm in Gilead” — Victor Labenske Linda Quick, soprano 
 

SERMON  “The Sheep and the Goats” Nikki Passante 
 

  



We Respond in Faith  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   Romans 12:9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do 

not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this 

you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.  
 

MUSIC Meditation on CRUCIFER, “Lift High the Cross” (pages 8 below) 

arr. Mark Hayes 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE “Trumpet Tune” — Michael McCabe Mark Cole, organ 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to 

a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR AUGUST 30: 

Meditation on DUKE STREET, “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 

Isaac Watts (1674 –1748) wrote the text for this well-known hymn, “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun.” In 

1719, Isaac Watts published a hymnal entitled The Psalms of David, Imitated. In this hymnal, he paraphrased 

many of the Psalms, but in a very different style than many of his predecessors. The order of the day was to 

keep any paraphrase as close to the text as possible. Watts decided to do otherwise, and his interpretations of 

the psalms are quite loose, in an effort to write something new while keeping the spirit of the Psalm. Here in 

“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun,” his versification of Psalm 72 is no different. He interprets the psalm 

using a Christological lens. Watts believed that the king referenced in the psalm is Christ, and could be no 

one else. He understood that the Old Testament makes sense in light of the New, and vice versa. There are 

many different stories in the Bible, but they can all be seen as one great Story. 
 

Meditation on CRUCIFER, “Lift High the Cross” 

Sir Sydney Nicholson (1875–1947) wrote the tune CRUCIFER in 1916 to be wed with Michael Newbolt’s 

(1874–1956) alteration of George Kichin’s (1827–1912) text “Lift High the Cross.”  Nicholson is best known 

as the organist of Westminster Abbey from 1919–1928.  Nicholson oversaw the first ever BBC recording of 

Evensong at the Abbey in 1926, and in 1928 he founded the Royal School of Church Music, an educational 

charity, whose mission is to “promote the study, practice and improvement of music in Christian worship.” 

 



 

Prelude – Italian Concerto, BWV 971, Movement 2: Andante, J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

The Italian Concerto, BWV 971, originally titled Concerto nach Italienischen Gusto (Concerto in the Italian 

taste), is a three-movement concerto for two-manual harpsichord solo composed by J.S. Bach and published 

in 1735 as the first half of Clavier-Übung II. The d-minor slow movement, so string-like in its long-nearly 

unending-melodic contour, is one of those miraculous outpourings that defy description or explanation. This 

is a glorious solo aria, austere and pathetic, that unwinds in grand, expressive ornamental strands, all 

underpinned by an ostinato bass whose repetitions simulate an orchestral string accompaniment. “Gustavo 

Dudamel” 
 

Postlude – “Trumpet Tune,” Michael McCabe (b. 1941) 

McCabe’s Trumpet Tune is a festive work written for organ utilizing reed stops on the organ.  McCabe was a 

student at Creighton University, he was appointed university organist and choir director.  During a twenty 

year military career, various assignments provided McCabe with unique learning opportunities, studying 

with Leo Sowerby, David Williams, Thomas Matthews, and Dale Wood.  He has served several churches, 

including Grace Cathedral, San Francisco. 
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND DONATIONS continues in the church parking lot each week from 

11 – 12 on Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

ST WILFRID’S UPDATE FROM JILL MASCENA: Last Saturday we gave out 89 bags of groceries. 

That brings us to a total of 1,798 bags given in 23 weeks! We were also able to give out extras like corn on 

the cob and fresh eggs from the food pantry! I wish everyone could have seen the smiles! Everyone is 

grateful for the basics but to be given something most hadn’t had for a very long time....God at work!!! 

     For the next couple of weeks we have desperate need for peanut butter – 15oz – and tuna, either 

canned or bagged. Ongoing needs: paper grocery bags to put inside plastic grocery bags so the bags won’t 

rip......and plastic newspaper bags to separate hygiene items.    

     Everyone who receives groceries is also given peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.....if anyone would like 

to share God’s love in this simple way by making sandwiches, call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342. 

     We just never know where God is going to lead us in this ministry but KNOW, God is working through 

all of us to show His love! Check out the website....opendoorcliniccamden.org 
 

YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – The Budget Committee and financial staff are 

hoping to greatly reduce the use of envelopes for weekly offering. Last year, the church spent approximately 

$2,400 on offering envelopes (already a reduction from previous years). Envelope boxes must be ordered in 

advance and in bulk. As a result, each year dozens of boxes are thrown away (recycled, but still…) without 

being assigned to specific givers. Many assigned envelopes must be mailed also at high cost. In this time of 

socially distanced worship, about a third of givers are now giving online. Consider whether this would work 

for you. When you make an online gift, you can indicate if you are making a pledge offering, Deacons 

offering, Per Capita, Special Offering (such as One Great Hour of Sharing), or special gift – memo line 

provided. You will get bulletin reminders when we are collecting for each of these categories (in case color-

coded envelopes are your reminder system). And you can always check your balance online to make sure your 

giving is up to date. To give the system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. 

Alternatively, checks without envelopes are happily received. Email any questions to Kris Bean, 

kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
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SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Have you paid the $37 per confirmed member for our church’s support 

of the denomination and of West Jersey Presbytery? First Presbyterian Haddonfield pays up front for each of 

its members – $31,349 for this year – and then hopes and prays to receive that amount back from each of 

you. So far, Per Capita received totals $13,941. Here is Per Capita in a nutshell: “Presbyterians use per 

capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; 

see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and 

equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of 

the covenant that binds us together.” On the national level, for example, First Presbyterian Haddonfield 

benefits from the resources provided to the Matthew 25 initiative the Session has recently enacted. Locally, 

West Jersey Presbytery cares for our pastors – and aids the search for a new pastor – and has provided 

emergency support for the church and Preschool to cope with COVID-19. Many thanks to those of you who 

have paid already. Not sure? Check with Kris Bean. 
 

NEW BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED – The annual backpack and school supply 

collection continues – only a handful of donations so far. Backpacks will be shared with kids served by 

Camden Community Center and by St. Wilfrid’s. Look for sales when you shop and drop supplies off at the 

church drive through on Sundays, 11-noon. 
 

• Erasers 

• Colored Pencils 

• Crayons 

• Glue Stick 

• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 

• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide 

Rule 

• Calculator 

• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 

• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt 

tips 

• Pocket Folders 

• Composition Notebooks 

• Tissue Packets 

• Backpacks (the biggest need 

for backpacks is Grades 3-8 

CALLING ALL RISING 9TH GRADERS! While we are working out how to best hold Confirmation 

Class during COVID, we want to make sure we keep all Confirmands and their parents current with 

decisions as they happen. Please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to 

receive the communications for the upcoming 2020-2021 Confirmation Year. 
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE! On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be 

outside the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them 

for anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” To book your 30-minute time slot, contact Rebecca at 

the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 

HELP WANTED IN CONNECTING MEMBERS! Would you be willing to take an iPad or other device 

to the home of a member who has no internet access? We are looking for folks who could sit – properly 

distanced – with a fellow member for an hour each week to share the Sunday worship service. All services 

are archived and download-able, so availability on Sunday mornings is not a requirement. If you are 

interested in connecting in this way, please contact Donna George, Donna.George@jefferson.edu, 856-857-

7795. And if you know someone who would like to be on the receiving end of such a digital partnership, let 

Donna know as well. Thank you! 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, September 1, the focus is on Matthew 18:15-20. Here’s the 

Zoom link. This is a new link – apologies to those who experienced technical difficulties last Tuesday! 
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 

Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
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FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. This study will help us grow in discerning the 

difference between selfishness and self-love, provide tools to engage in practices that exhibit self-love, and 

most importantly – we will learn how to unhook ourselves from the oppressive structure of perfectionism. If 

you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are 

available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! Do you have a passion for racial justice? We need you! We are 

brainstorming and mapping out next steps to engage our congregation in thoughtful initiatives that will 

begin to address structural racism. Please contact Becky Bryan if you are interested in being a part of this 

denomination-wide effort: rebeccabryan@me.com or 856-986-8594.  

 Justice and Advocacy members and church committee chairs are looking for ways to integrate Matthew 

25 work into the life of our congregation. Since we are focusing on dismantling structural racism, we are 

asking ourselves: what will we do personally? What will we do as committees? And what will we do as a 

whole church community? At the recent Matthew 25 event, the metaphor of a highway was shared, with the 

highway being the work of racial justice. Some are already in the fast lane. Some are just entering the on-

ramp. And some aren’t ready to drive on the highway yet. We invite you to reflect on where you are 

“driving” regarding racial justice work as we continue to prepare our first initiatives. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 (and Doug’s Bible study on Sept. 1): Matthew 18:15-20 

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 

the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the 

member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of 

you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or 

three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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